Alemtuzumab (Campath 1-H).
Alemtuzumab is an exciting targeted therapy for patients with CD52-sensitive malignancies. The drug is being used in a variety of hematologic malignancies in different dosing schedules and different routes of administration. The Cancer and Leukemia Group B is conducting a study using alemtuzumab as consolidation treatment for patients with B-CLL. The group also is conducting a phase I and II dose-escalation study using alemtuzumab during intensification therapy in adults with untreated acute lymphoblastic leukemia. A national pharmaceutical protocol is actively accruing participants for a trial in which alemtuzumab is used in combination with fludarabine for relapsed and refractory B-CLL. The SQ route of administration is gaining popularity because it is highly effective with fewer side effects than IV infusions. Nurses administering alemtuzumab are in a unique position to ensure patient safety and tolerance of the therapy. By understanding the mechanism of action and the potential complications associated with alemtuzumab, nurses will be better able to provide optimal care to patients as the use of targeted monoclonal therapy continues to progress.